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Open Letter to Moslems
Concerning Father Abraham

by Douglas R. Johnson
April 18, 2004

In my previous letter concerning Ecumenical Dialogue, I
wrote:

“I am suggesting something different because of your
knowledge of Abraham.  I suggest you read the entire book of
Genesis which described the beginning through Abraham to
Moses.  Then I suggest the New Testament, especially Hebrews
which explains the relationship of Abraham with Melchisedec
which you would have already learned about in Genesis.”

In my recent morning reading of the Scripture, I happen to
be in Genesis.  The following Scripture highlights the above:

“11:10 These are the generations of Shem: Shem was an
hundred years old, and begat Arphaxad two years after the
flood: 11 And Shem lived after he begat Arphaxad five
hundred years, and begat sons and daughters. 12 And Arphaxad
lived five and thirty years, and begat Salah: 13 And
Arphaxad lived after he begat Salah four hundred and three
years, and begat sons and daughters. 14 And Salah lived
thirty years, and begat Eber: 15 And Salah lived after he
begat Eber four hundred and three years, and begat sons and
daughters. 16 And Eber lived four and thirty years, and
begat Peleg: 17 And Eber lived after he begat Peleg four
hundred and thirty years, and begat sons and daughters. 18
And Peleg lived thirty years, and begat Reu: 19 And Peleg
lived after he begat Reu two hundred and nine years, and
begat sons and daughters. 20 And Reu lived two and thirty
years, and begat Serug: 21 And Reu lived after he begat
Serug two hundred and seven years, and begat sons and
daughters. 22 And Serug lived thirty years, and begat Nahor:
23 And Serug lived after he begat Nahor two hundred years,
and begat sons and daughters. 24 And Nahor lived nine and
twenty years, and begat Terah: 25 And Nahor lived after he
begat Terah an hundred and nineteen years, and begat sons
and daughters. 26 And Terah lived seventy years, and begat
Abram, Nahor, and Haran. 27 Now these are the generations of
Terah: Terah begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran begat
Lot. 28 And Haran died before his father Terah in the land
of his nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees. 29 And Abram and
Nahor took them wives: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai;
and the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran,
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the father of Milcah, and the father of Iscah. 30 But Sarai
was barren; she had no child. 31 And Terah took Abram his
son, and Lot the son of Haran his son's son, and Sarai his
daughter in law, his son Abram's wife; and they went forth
with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land of
Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and dwelt there. 32 And
the days of Terah were two hundred and five years: and Terah
died in Haran. 12:01 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get
thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy
father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2 And I
will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and
make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I
will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth
thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be
blessed. 4 So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto
him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five
years old when he departed out of Haran. 5 And Abram took
Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their
substance that they had gathered, and the souls that they
had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go into the land
of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came. 6 And
Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto
the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land.
7 And the LORD appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed
will I give this land: and there builded he an altar unto
the LORD, who appeared unto him.” [Genesis 11:11-12:7
Emphasis added.]

Please note the emphasized portion that the blessing
promised Abraham has more than one aspect:

1. I will make of thee a great nation

2. I will bless thee

3. [I will] make thy name great

4. thou shalt be a blessing

5. I will bless them that bless thee

6. [I will] curse him that curseth thee

7. in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed

Note that this is the original blessing of Abraham before he
starts his journey.  The blessing is added to and expounded upon
but it is never diminished nor repealed in any way.
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Items 5 and 6 apply to all the descendants of Abraham; those
who are Jews (Israelites) and those who are not. 

The following is a long quotation but I will add emphasis
for the points I wish to discuss:

“15:1 After these things the word of the LORD came unto
Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield,
and thy exceeding great reward. 2 And Abram said, LORD God,
what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the
steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? 3 And Abram
said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one
born in my house is mine heir. 4 And, behold, the word of
the LORD came unto him, saying, This shall not be thine
heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels
shall be thine heir. 5 And he brought him forth abroad, and
said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be
able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed
be. 6 And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him
for righteousness. 7 And he said unto him, I am the LORD
that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee
this land to inherit it. 8 And he said, LORD God, whereby
shall I know that I shall inherit it? 9 And he said unto
him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of
three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a
turtledove, and a young pigeon. 10 And he took unto him all
these, and divided them in the midst, and laid each piece
one against another: but the birds divided he not. 11 And
when the fowls came down upon the carcases, Abram drove them
away. 12 And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell
upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon
him. 13 And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy
seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not their's, and
shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred
years; 14 And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will
I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great
substance. 15 And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace;
thou shalt be buried in a good old age. 16 But in the fourth
generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of
the Amorites is not yet full. 17 And it came to pass, that,
when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking
furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those
pieces. 18 In the same day the LORD made a covenant with
Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from
the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river
Euphrates: 19 The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the
Kadmonites, 20 And the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the
Rephaims, 21 And the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the



4

Girgashites, and the Jebusites. 16:1 Now Sarai Abram's wife
bare him no children: and she had an handmaid, an Egyptian,
whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold
now, the LORD hath restrained me from bearing: I pray thee,
go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by
her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai. 3 And Sarai
Abram's wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after Abram
had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to
her husband Abram to be his wife. 4 And he went in unto
Hagar, and she conceived: and when she saw that she had
conceived, her mistress was despised in her eyes. 5 And
Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee: I have given
my maid into thy bosom; and when she saw that she had
conceived, I was despised in her eyes: the LORD judge
between me and thee. 6 But Abram said unto Sarai, Behold,
thy maid is in thine hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee.
And when Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled from her
face. 7 And the angel of the LORD found her by a fountain of
water in the wilderness, by the fountain in the way to Shur.
8 And he said, Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence camest thou? and
whither wilt thou go? And she said, I flee from the face of
my mistress Sarai. 9 And the angel of the LORD said unto
her, Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself under her
hands. 10 And the angel of the LORD said unto her, I will
multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered
for multitude. 11 And the angel of the LORD said unto her,
Behold, thou art with child and shalt bear a son, and shalt
call his name Ishmael; because the LORD hath heard thy
affliction. 12 And he will be a wild man; his hand will be
against every man, and every man's hand against him; and he
shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren. 13 And she
called the name of the LORD that spake unto her, Thou God
seest me: for she said, Have I also here looked after him
that seeth me? 14 Wherefore the well was called
Beerlahairoi; behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered. 15 And
Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called his son's name,
which Hagar bare, Ishmael. 16 And Abram was fourscore and
six years old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to Abram. 17:1 And
when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared
to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk
before me, and be thou perfect. 2 And I will make my
covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee
exceedingly. 3 And Abram fell on his face: and God talked
with him, saying, 4 As for me, behold, my covenant is with
thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. 5 Neither
shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall
be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee. 6
And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make
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nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee. 7 And I
will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed
after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant,
to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. 8 And I
will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land
wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an
everlasting possession; and I will be their God.” [Genesis
15:1-17:8 Emphasis added.]

Note that the land grant of God to Abraham is from the Nile
in Egypt to the Euphrates in Iraq.

We see from the above passages that the blessing of Abraham
flows to the Jew (Israelites) of course, but also to the Arabs
though Ishmael.  The Apostle Paul makes the case how Christ is
included in that promise to Abraham:

“6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted
to him for righteousness. 7 Know ye therefore that they
which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham. 8
And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto
Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. 9 So
then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful
Abraham.” [Gal 3:6-9]

Paul make the point that Christians are “the children of
Abraham” just as much as actual descendants are.

“15 Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; Though
it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man
disannulleth, or addeth thereto. 16 Now to Abraham and his
seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as
of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 17
And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before
of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty
years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the
promise of none effect. 18 For if the inheritance be of the
law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham by
promise.” [Gal 3:15-18]

The law of Moses was not given until 430 years after the
promise was made to Abraham.  Paul is showing how that Jesus is
just as much for the non-Jew as he is for the Jew.

If we can back the promise 430 years to Abraham, we can back
up further to see that the promise to Abraham is an enhancement
made to Adam and Eve in Genesis:
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“1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of
the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the
woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of
the garden? 2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may
eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 3 But of the
fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God
hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch
it, lest ye die. 4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye
shall not surely die: 5 For God doth know that in the day ye
eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be
as gods, knowing good and evil. 6 And when the woman saw
that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to
the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto
her husband with her; and he did eat. 7 And the eyes of them
both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and
they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.
8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the
trees of the garden. 9 And the LORD God called unto Adam,
and said unto him, Where art thou? 10 And he said, I heard
thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was
naked; and I hid myself. 11 And he said, Who told thee that
thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I
commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? 12 And the man
said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me
of the tree, and I did eat. 13 And the LORD God said unto
the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman
said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 14 And the
LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this,
thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of
the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou
eat all the days of thy life: 15 And I will put enmity
between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel. 16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy
sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth
children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he
shall rule over thee. 17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou
hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of
the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not
eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow
shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 18 Thorns
also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou
shalt eat the herb of the field; 19 In the sweat of thy face
shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for
out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust
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shalt thou return.” [Gen 3:1- Emphasis added.]

When I first read that “I will put enmity between thee and
the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” I thought it had something
to do with girls being naturally afraid of snakes.  Not much
theology went into that concept.

I have recently learned that in the first few centuries, the
early church fathers taught that the seed of woman referred to
the virgin birth of Jesus.  From a technical point of view, a
woman is born with a lifetime of eggs in here womb that are
release over the course of her live.  Without the seed of man,
none of those eggs can possibly become a person.  Thus the seed
of woman has no meaning.

“26 And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent
from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, 27 To a
virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house
of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And the angel
came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly
favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among
women. 29 And when she saw him, she was troubled at his
saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this
should be. 30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary:
for thou hast found favour with God. 31 And, behold, thou
shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt
call his name JESUS. 32 He shall be great, and shall be
called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give
unto him the throne of his father David: 33 And he shall
reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom
there shall be no end. 34 Then said Mary unto the angel, How
shall this be, seeing I know not a man? 35 And the angel
answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee:
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee
shall be called the Son of God. 36 And, behold, thy cousin
Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and
this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren. 37
For with God nothing shall be impossible. 38 And Mary said,
Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to
thy word. And the angel departed from her. 39 And Mary arose
in those days, and went into the hill country with haste,
into a city of Juda; 40 And entered into the house of
Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth. 41 And it came to pass,
that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe
leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy
Ghost: 42 And she spake out with a loud voice, and said,
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Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of
thy womb. 43 And whence is this to me, that the mother of my
Lord should come to me? 44 For, lo, as soon as the voice of
thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my
womb for joy. 45 And blessed is she that believed: for there
shall be a performance of those things which were told her
from the Lord. 46 And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the
Lord, 47 And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 48
For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for,
behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me
blessed. 49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great
things; and holy is his name. 50 And his mercy is on them
that fear him from generation to generation. 51 He hath
shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in
the imagination of their hearts. 52 He hath put down the
mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. 53
He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he
hath sent empty away. 54 He hath holpen his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy; 55 As he spake to our fathers,
to Abraham, and to his seed for ever.” [Luke 1:26-55
Emphasis added]

From verse 43 the reference of “mother of my Lord” gives the
title “Mother of God” to the Virgin Mary.  This was confirmed in
one of the early councils of the Church well before 600 AD.

Note that verse 45 says “there shall be a performance” of
what the angle said, namely that “The Holy Ghost shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee”.  I
emphasize shall be because at the time that the babe leaped in
Elizabeth’s womb, the child was not yet conceived.

Just as the promise was given to Abraham and he responded in
faith, the same promise was confirmed is greater detail to Mary
and she also responded in faith.

We need to develop this a little more in steps:

1. God creates man in His own image and fellowships with
him.

2. Sin breaks the fellowship of God with all mankind.

3. God’s plan to restore fellowship with mankind starts to
be revealed with the promise to the “seed of woman”.

4. God’s plan is further revealed with the promise to
Abraham that in him “shall all nations be blessed”.
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5. God’s plan is further revealed “through the prophets”
including Moses and King David.

6. God’s plan gets more specific to Mary that God Himself
will provide the seed to the “fruit of Mary’s womb”.

7. Jesus explained the whole system to His Apostles who he
instructed to “tell the world” the good news that “For
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.” [John 3:16]

In conclusion, God told Adam that he would surely die.  The
devil told him (through his wife) that he would not die.

God did not lie but the devil did.  Mankind is condemned to
a future in hell because of the sin of Adam.  The original sin of
Adam is passed on through the seed of man from one generation to
another.  God does not condemn men (and women) who sin to hell. 
That was the fault of Adam when he sinned.  

The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus has (had) nothing
to do with condemning to hell; that was done by Adam some 4000
years prior.

Jesus is the fulfillment of the promise of God to restore
man from that condemnation. 


