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“McDonal d’s” is what we think of when the word “franchise”
is used. It also can refer to gas stations and or hotels. Just
about anything you think of can be franchi sed.

So why does the concept of franchising churches seem so
strange. W understand the Exxon is a group of gas stations and
Burger King is a group of hanmburger restaurants conpeting
directly with McDonald’s. Its is not the concept we object to
but the use of the word. The correct word for churches is not
franchi se but denom nati on.

Picture a small town in the country that has no hanburger
restaurant. MDonald' s conmes in and opens for business. You
want to open a hanburger restaurant just up the block so you go
to McDonal d’s and offer to pay the franchise fees but they turn
you down. It is not lack of noney but MDonal d' s protecting
their existing franchise. So what do you do. You call Burger
King and you open directly across the street fromthe MDonal d’ s.

So are you providing a real benefit for that small town? |Is
there that great a difference between MDonal d s and Burger King?
Bot h Burger King and McDonald’ s both say there is a big
difference. But do they not say that so they can conpete agai nst
each other for that sanme custoner that just wants a hanburger?

s one really “better” than the other or are they just different?

The facts of marketing life are that products do not need to
be better, just different. You see that difference as an
advantage. Frankly, for nyself, one tinme | mght get Burger King
and another tinme | mght get McDonald’'s. OQher tines | prefer
getting ny burger at Wendy’s.

Enough wi th the hanburger anal ogy. Let’s | ook at churches in
the year 2001. How do various denonmi nations relate to the
vari ous hanmburger franchises? |If you drove into town and saw a
sign saying “First xxx Church one mle ahead”. Now if this is an
old town (nore than 100 years ol d), what kind of church would you
be | ooking for - a 100 year old building? You and | both know
better than that. That denomi nation is not as old as the town.
VWhat is nmeant by the nanme of the church is that it is the first

of that particular denom nation in that particular towm. It in
fact may be the last church established in that town but they
still go for “First something Church” nane.

Now | et’s not get hung up on the nane. W could have a nane



of the town or the nane of the county in the official church
name. \Wat ever the nane, it does not nean that it is the only
church in town and we all understand that fact.

Now why are there so many churches in the sanme snall town?
Why do you need to drive past other churches to get to the one
you are going to? Well it would nake perfect sense if one church
wer e sun wor shi pers and anot her was noon worshipers but to ne it
does not make sense when they are all Christian churches that al
claimto be directly |linked back to the church that Jesus
establ i shed sone 2000 years ago.

“And, behold, a certain |lawer stood up, and tenpted
him saying, Master, what shall | do to inherit eterna
l[ife? He said unto him Wat is witten in the | aw? how
readest thou? And he answering said, Thou shalt |ove the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy strength, and with all thy m nd; and thy
nei ghbour as thyself. And he said unto him Thou hast
answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.” [Luke 10:25-
28]

Jesus asked this individual: “What is witten in the | aw?
how readest thou?” D d Jesus not know what was in the law? O
course he knew. He asked to find out what this individual knew.
It was not a trick question. It was a straightforward question.

Now all the churches | have ever known all claimto be based
on the Bible. They all have a “Statenent of Faith” that has one
el ement stating their belief if the authority of Scripture. |
personal | y have never gone to a church or even know of any who
say “We do not believe the Bible at all”. In fact, all of the
churches | amfamliar with all go back about 500 years to a
concept that all beliefs are based solely on what is witten in
t he Bible.

Wien | go to one of those “Bible believing” churches I
rarely have any problemw th anything taught fromthe pul pit.
VWhat | often do have a problemw th is what is not said. Those
doctrines that are unique to that particular church are normally
never tal ked about.

So why shoul d one drive past one church to go to another?
VWhat is the justification for having two churches if both teach

the sane, “whatever is in the Bible”? | suggest we ask the
churches what Jesus asked, “What is witten in the | aw? how
readest thou?” In other words, “You say you follow the Bible

just as this other church says they follow the Bible so how cone
there are two churches? 1Is Christ divided?”



